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making and describing patterns

 
 

Children often enjoy spotting patterns and making patterns with lots of different things, including themselves.

Adults could provide a ’pattern’ of the day’ with objects for children to copy, extend and create their own. They could
make deliberate mistakes for children to spot. Parents and carers could join in.

The Activity
Children copy and continue an AB repeating pattern with blocks, then do it in other colours and with other materials
such as small toys, leaves and twigs or by printing and sticking shapes on long pieces of paper. They can progress to
more complex ABB or ABC repeating patterns and to make growing patterns.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

Describing
What do you notice about the pattern?
Can you say the colours - red, blue . . .?
Tell me about your pattern.

Reasoning
What is the same and what is different about this one and your copy?
I wonder which one goes next? I think the next one is blue - oh, don’t you agree?
Can you explain how the pattern should go?
What is wrong with this pattern?
Is that something you know or did you guess?

Opening Out
Can you make your own pattern along this strip?
What is the pattern called?
What is the rule for your pattern?
How is your pattern like this pattern? How is it different
Can you continue this staircase pattern? What do you notice?

Recording
Can you record your pattern with stamps?
Can you make a staircase pattern with stickers?
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